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GENSHAGEN PROPOSALS ON

CULTURE, DEMOCRACY, CIVIL RIGHTS AND COPYRIGHT PROTECTION IN TIMES OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

FOREWORD

Under the auspices of the Genshagen Forum on Cultural Policies 2025, 20 experts and representatives from the fields of
art, culture, media and law with a focus on the Weimar Triangle (France, Poland and Germany) discussed the
implications of generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) for culture, democracy, civil rights and copyright protection from a
specifically cultural and media perspective from 19 to 21 June 2025. The issue of Europe's digital sovereignty is presently
of central importance for current discussions in this field, and this was addressed at the Forum as a key challenge.

The rapid development of generative Al, which is currently taking place primarily in the commercial sphere, raises urgent
questions about ethical and human-centred technological development. The cultural, creative and media sectors are
particularly affected by the consequences of generative Al. The effects can be seen in all areas of society, particularly in
the context of democracy and civil rights.

Solid resources of information and orientation are cornerstones of democratic societies, and this is especially true in the
age of artificial intelligence. The loss of cultural techniques and existing knowledge, the violation of personality rights,
the unsolicited and unremunerated use of human achievements, the absence of laws or legislation that remains
unenforced, and the advent of deepfakes that challenge the existence of a common truth, all jeopardise our sovereignty
and our democracies.

Participants agreed that the existing European regulations in the area of Al and online platforms are not sufficient to
safeguard European values including freedom of expression, the right to culture, education and information, and cultural
diversity in Europe.

The following recommendations were developed in order to create a forward-looking framework for a responsible,
public welfare-orientated and creative approach to Al in Europe. These proposals aim to provide impetus for discussion
at political and societal level in Germany, France, Poland and across Europe.




To ensure that human oversight of Al is incorporated as a core principle, we call for a human-centred ethical framework
that includes:

1) The setting up of an interdisciplinary Al ethics council at European level, organised for example as a citizens’
council.

2) The establishment of a system of liability with clear allocation of responsibility in utilisation chains.

3) Binding guidelines for the use of Al in companies and institutions.

In order to ensure Europe’s digital sovereignty and create access to reliable information, education and culture that
reflect the cultural diversity of our continent, we call for:
4) The promotion of the development of an independent European digital infrastructure.
5) The promotion of independent European platforms and services (social media, media, search engines, etc.) under
the independent supervision of citizens’ councils based on existing European media regulations and principles.
6) An obligation on public broadcasters to support European platform projects.
7) Consideration of the introduction of a digital levy by further member states for services operated from outside
Europe.

To guarantee opportunities for future artistic activity within a creative ecosystem, we call for:
8) Comprehensive guidelines for the remuneration of the use of human-created works and achievements used in Al
input and output. This includes:

— Compensation for unauthorised use in the past.
— Alicensing system based on opt-in decisions.
— Collective rights management in cases where individual licences are not possible.

9) Sufficiently detailed transparency concerning prior utilisation as a basis for remuneration mechanisms.

10) The privileging of human-created content in products offered by the media and by recipients of public funding.

To prevent the loss of fundamental cultural techniques through the uncritical and excessive use of Al (so-called
‘deskilling’) and to ensure a human-centred, sustainable society in the future, we call for:
11) Mandatory curricula for the teaching of cultural techniques (languages, especially reading, writing, translation;
music, theatre, dance; painting, art; film, photography, etc.) in the formal education system.
12) The maintaining and expansion of cultural infrastructure that enables cultural experiences and informal cultural
education.
13) Obligatory, human-centred ethical guidelines for Al in all fields of education.
14) The development of Al literacy based on an understanding of the interdependence between technology and
society.

To ensure the transparency of the provenance and legitimacy of cultural goods, clear labelling is urgently needed that
includes:
15) The implementation and enforcement of labelling requirements for Al output from the EU’s Al Act, extended in
order to make Al-generated content recognisable as such for all European citizens.
16) The broadening of existing labelling obligations for Al output with regard to personal data, moral rights and
personality rights.
17) The introduction of mandatory authentication procedures in journalism, media and all processes relevant to
democracy.
18) The development of incentive regulation through the use of voluntary quality labels ‘made by humans’.
19) The certification of services that are based on sustainable data access (‘fair Al’).




CALLTO ACTION

Joint efforts are crucial to ensure an independent, responsible, creative and human-centred approach to Al.
We (the authors) will continue our efforts and call for joint interdisciplinary and cross-border alliances to further this cause.
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